Indigenous Studies in Teacher Education

MAPPING OF

STATE AND TERRITORY

ACTIVITIES

Background

The AEU is committed to ensuring that dl teachers
employed in the Public Education system in Audrdia
are adequatdly prepared to work effectively with
Aborigina and Torres Strait Idander sudents.

To this end, the AEU bdlieves that dl State and
Territory Governments have aresponsbility to ensure
that al teachers employed in ther sysems have
completed I ndigenous studies as acomponent of their
pre-sarvice training.

Webdievethat State and Territory Governmentshave
a responghility to ensure that this is a minimum
requirement for the employment and regidration of
teachers.

The AEU has written to dl State and Territory
Minigersfor Education to asking them to outline their
Government’ s position on Indigenous studies.

Below isasummary of the replies we have received.

State/Territory Responses

NSW (former Minister John Watkins—
New Minister — Andrew Rafshauge)

Policy:

- Government committed to achievement of high
educationd standards and the devel opment of
drategies to improve Aborigind  student
learning outcomes.

Activity:
NSW Government has committed to
mandating compulsory Indigenous studiesasa
part of itslast eection campaign.

Page 7 of the “Qudity Teaching” dection
campaign platform states —

0 Improved pre-serviceteacher training
will be mandated. This will include
compulsory university educationinthe
areas of — behaviour management;
Aborigina education;,  literacy
education; and teaching students from
non-English spesking backgrounds.

Northern Territory (Minister Sid Sterling)

Policy:
The Territory Government has an in principle
support for Indigenous studiesincuding Englishas
a Second Langueage.

Activity:

- Department of Employment, Education and
Traning is represented on Northern Territory
Universty and Bachdlor Inditute of Tertiary

Education Teacher Education course
development committees.
Northern Territory  Universty  indudes

compulsory Indigenous studies and has done
for 10 years.

Monitoring of relevant course content will be
undertaken by Teacher Registration Board, to
be established in 2003.

Board will develop and accredit standards for
initia and continuing teacher education

ACT (former Minister — Simon Corbdll)

Policy:
ACT Government supportsthe AEU’ sposition
on “recognisng the needs of Indigenous
sudents and their communities in schools'.
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Activity:

Department has formed Strategic relationships
with a number of Univerdtiesin thelocd area
to ensure the “highest qudity teacher
graduates’.

Univergty of Canberrahascoreunit “ Diversty
in Education” which focuseson Aborigind and
Torres Strait |9 ander students, aswdl asother
‘educationally disadvantaged students'.
Department’s Selection Criteria for teachers
refersto” Integrating Indigenousissuesintothe
curriculum”.

Tasmania (Minister Paula Wriedt)

Policy:

Not compulsory.

Hopeful of further improvements based on
‘excdlent relaionship between Department
and Univergty of Tasmanid.

Developing a policy approach.

Activity:

Consderableinteraction between Department
and University partidly designed to addressthe
issue of Indigenous educetion

Peak  Educationd Action Committee
edtablished, and will address pre-service
teacher education

Minister has spoken to Department, and a
forma approach will be made to University to
see how programs can be strengthened.

including cross-cultura understanding and cultural
awareness.

Activity:
Government has prioritised  Aborigind
Education.
Addressing problem of low retention rates.
Encouraged and promoted Indigenous
involvement in decision-making.
Developing traineeship and cadetship options
to encourage more Indigenous teachers.
Ontline professona learning program to
enable people to access teacher education.
Internship program.

Queendand (Minister Anna Bligh)

Policy:
Government is strongly committed to pursuing
the mandatory inclusion of Indigenous studies
in pre-service teacher training.

Activity:

Dent has commenced negotiationswith tertiary
providers, through the Queendand Deans of

Education.

Working with the Board of Teacher
Regigration to modify regigtration requirements
to include Indigenous studies as a condition of

employment with the Department of Education
Whilst negatiations are ongoing the Depatmat
is offering incentives to student-teachers who
are doing Indigenous studies as an dective to

Western Australia
(Minister Alan Car penter)

Pollcy

Dept shares our views on the subject and has
worked with Tertiary Ingtitutionsto ensure that
thereisacompulsory Indigenousstudiesunitin
the Bachelor of Education and Diploma of
Teaching courses.

The module provides content in Language
acquidtion, language patterns and the
pedagogy of Aborigina educetion,

teach in community schoals.

South Australia (No reply received)

Victoria (No reply received)
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