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12 June 2008

Video documentary launched

No to child labour! Yes to education!

On the World Day Against Child Labour, June 12, the Australian Education Union together
with teacher unions around the world are calling on governments to ensure quality education
for all children, and decent work for their parents.

The AEU, as a member of Education International, is raising its voice along with those of
educators everywhere to say that quality education is the right response to the scourge of
child labour.

“There is no more powerful institution than public education in transforming the lives of
children and their families. It is the key to breaking the cycle of poverty and child labour”
said Angelo Gavrielatos, AEU Federal President.

Worldwide, a shocking 200 million children are forced to labour in fields, factories, mines,
sweatshops, and even the streets. While the number of children exploited in the worst forms
of child labour has declined in recent years, the problem remains enormous and teachers are
determined to do their bit to tackle it.

“As educators, we have a clear responsibility to defend the right of every child to quality
public education. That means seeking solutions to the problem of child labour, and
developing strategies to move children out of the workplace and back into the classroom,
where they belong,” said Fred van Leeuwen, General Secretary of Education International
(El), the global union federation representing 30 million teachers and education workers
worldwide.

To mark the World Day Against Child Labour, El has created a new video documentary
featuring a highly successful program implemented by the National Teachers” Union of
Morocco. In that country alone an estimated 320,000 children quit school every year to work
in domestic service, agriculture, handicraft industries and worse forms of child labour.

For the past three years, teacher union activists have been working to prevent child labour by
reducing the drop out rate at five elementary schools in poor neighbourhoods of the city of
Fez. Through a combination of school improvements, education for parents, professional
development for teachers, community outreach and political advocacy, they have succeeded
in dramatically increasing the number of children staying in school.

The first release in EI’s new Video for Union Educators project, the documentary is entitled
“No to child labour! Yes to education!”

To view it, please visit: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Q b3RFRBrLw
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