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At the end of 2002, there were
354,000 TAFE students aged
between 15 and 19 years, and
274,000 aged between 20 and 24
years. A significant number of these
students will be voting in the
forthcoming Federal Election, and
for many, it will be the first time
they vote. On 22 June, the
Australian Education Union
launched a campaign aimed at
those TAFE students who will be
eligible to vote for the first time

in this Federal Election. 

The ‘Enrol to Vote’ has a dual focus,
however. Leaflets, posters and
stickers urge students to enrol to
vote — but they also urge students
to Vote 1 for TAFE when they are
voting. The campaign material
emphasises the under-funding of the
TAFE system nationally, particularly
since the Howard government was
first elected in 1996. It also
highlights the connection between
TAFE and the capacity of the
country to provide current skills for
industry at a time when a number of
key industries are experiencing skill
shortages.

The campaign has a positive focus.
TAFE is held in high regard by the

community and by industry, and the
funding shortages which have
undermined it over the past few
years have been in large part hidden
from the Australian community. This
is partly due to the sterling efforts of
TAFE teachers and other workers in
TAFE who have struggled to
continue to provide quality
vocational education and training.
Now that an estimated 50,000
students will be denied the
opportunity to study at TAFE this
year, the impacts of the Howard
government’s funding cuts are
increasingly obvious.

Once an election is actually called,
there will be a very limited amount
of time during which people will
consider how to vote. It is critically
important to give those young
people whose future is being
undermined so starkly by Howard’s
policies the opportunity to have a
say at the next election.

The ‘Vote 1 for TAFE’ theme has
also been adopted for the Federal
campaign materials, which can be
found on the TAFE page of the
Federal AEU website at
www.aeufederal.org.au

...in the Federal Election


