Australian Education Union - Federal Office

Ground Floor, 120 Clarendon Street, Southbank, Victoria, 3006
Phone : +61 (0)3 9693 1800 Fax : +61 (0)3 9693 1805
Email : aeu@aeufederal.org.au Website : www.aeufederal.org.au

12 May 2005

Federal Government threatens to deny TAFE funding

TAFE teachers and students across Australia will take action on 1 June to protest against the Federal
Government's attacks on TAFE.

Despite critical skills shortages in Australia, this week's Federal Budget contained no additional
funding for TAFE to meet these training needs. At the same time, the Federal Government has
introduced to Parliament a Bill called "Skilling Australia's Workforce". The Bill outlines the punitive
measures that are threatened by the Government as part of this year's VET funding proposal.

The Federal Government provides around a third of the recurrent funding for TAFE. To get this
funding, States and Territories will be required under this legislation to agree to a range of industrial
relations changes, designed not to support education and training in Australia, but to attack TAFE
teachers and their Union.

The legislation will force TAFE Colleges to offer Australian Workplace Agreements in TAFE colleges;
to increase the funds allocated to private providers under user choice arrangements; and to open up
public TAFE facilities for use by their competitors.

None of these requirements will improve vocational education and training for one Australian, or
increase the career opportunities for our young people.

TAFE teachers and students will campaign to stop these attacks on their TAFE colleges and on the

working conditions of TAFE teachers. The joint protest on 1 June in the National Day of Action, will be
the first step in this campaign.

For further information, please contact:

Pat Forward Linda Simon Meaghan Telford
AEU Federal TAFE Secretary AEU Federal TAFE President Media
0425 743 954 0411 550 439 0409 510 879
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